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Smoking Materials Cause Lawrence Fatal Fire 

 
State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan, Lawrence Fire Chief Peter C. Takvorian, and 
Lawrence Police Chief John J. Romero announced their joint investigation into 
yesterday’s fatal fire at 16-18A Royal Street has determined that the improper disposal of 
smoking materials was the most probable cause of the fire. The fire that took the life of a 
man who resided on the first floor originated in the living room at 16 Royal Street when 
smoking materials ignited upholstered furniture. 
 
The fire was jointly investigated by members of the Lawrence Fire Department, the 
Lawrence Police Department, and state police assigned to the Fire Investigation Unit in 
the Office of the State Fire Marshal. The Essex District Attorney’s Office also 
participated in the investigation.  
 
Coan said. “Smoking has been the leading cause of fatal fires since as far back as World 
War II. In 2006, smoking caused 32% of residential fire deaths in Massachusetts.” He 
added, “In January a new law took effect requiring all cigarettes sold in MA to be fire 
standard compliant. We do not know whether the cigarettes involved in this fire were fire 
standard compliant or not, but we hope as they permeate the market, the number of fires 
from smoking the fire deaths will be reduced.” 
 
Chief Takvorian said, “On behalf of the City of Lawrence and all the firefighters, I want 
to offer our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of the fire victim. This is my 
first fatal fire as chief and I hope my last.” He added. “I ask every resident of Lawrence 
to make sure all their smoke alarms are working.” 
 
The U.S. Fire Administration (USFA) recently launch a Smoking & Home Fires 
Campaign to put an end to the number one cause of preventable home fire deaths – fires 
started by smoking materials. The campaign is designed to alert smokers and those who 
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live with smokers about simple steps they can take to stop the fire before it starts in their 
home. It encourages smokers to “Put It Out. All the Way. Every Time.” 
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